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What Is this Nature Writing Stuff?

It may seem premature to establish a Japanese branch of
the Association for the Study of Literature and Environ-
ment while so many scholars in Japan are still trying to
figure out what nature writing and ecocriticism are. The
process of becoming familiar with the vast--and quickly
growing--body of environmental literature in the. United
States, Japan, and many other countries is a lengthy one.
But prospective members of ASLE-Japan have been gath-
ering once a month at the Tokyo Nature Writing Study
Group to begin familiarizing themselves with American
nature writing. Each month the group reads a few brief
examples of nature writing and meets for two or three
hours to discuss these texts. Anyone--teachers, students,

writers, and members of the general public--is welcome (o




join. The next meeting will take place Thursday, February
24th; the group will rendezvous on the second floor of
Kinokuniya Bookstore (Shinjuku) at the top of the escala-
tor at 10:00 am.. Readings for the Februdry meeting are
Scott Russell Sanders’s “The Singular First Person,” Rich-
ard Nelson's “Oil and Ethics: Adrift on Troubled Waters,”
and Gretel Ehrlich’s “A Storm, the Cornfield, and Elk.” In
the future, the group plans to use readings from Thomas J.
Lyon’s 1989 anthology called This Incomperable Lande:
A Book of American Nature Writing (Boston: Houghton
Mifflin)--please order your own copy of the paperback
edition. For further information about the study group or
about nature writing in general, contact Scott Slovic by

phone, FAX, or mail.
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“Literature and the Environment: The New American Renais-
sance.” 1994 American Studies Lecture Series.
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“Nature Writing and Environmentalism in the United States.”
O4A26H F# HIEXFRE

“Wilderness Without and Wilderness Within: Views of Nature in
American and Japanese Literature.”
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“American Nature Writing: Literature for Saving the Planet and
for Saving Ourselves.”
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“Joining the Evolutionary Parade: Loren Eiseley as Autobiogra-
pher and Nature Writer.” HART A1) % LRI ER B
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“Loving Words and Loving the World: Barry Lopez and Con-
temporary American Environmental Literature.” HA7 A1) 7
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“American Nature Writing.”
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“American Nature Writing: The Thoreauvian Traditions.” HZA
T A AXESD - NEZHAS
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“Singing Ourselves Back to Hozho: Environmental Literature
and the Fate of the Earth” and “Rhapsody, Jeremiad, and the

Rhetoric of Environmental Persuasion.”
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“Nature Writing and Environmentalism in the United States.”
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“American Nature Writing: The Thoreauvian Traditions.”
O7H16H ¥} HEXRF

“Nature Writing: The New American Renaissance.”

If you would like information about any of these talks or
about the Tokyo Nature Writing Study Group, please con-
tact Slovic by calling him at home in Tokyo

by sending him a FAX at the Rikkyo University
English Department (03-3985-4790), or by writing to him

at
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