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Farewell, Thank You, Best Wishes:
A Message from Scott Slovic

i
s

s I near the end of my eleven-month stay in Japan, I want to
take this opportunity to thank the members of ASLE-Japan

A

Japanese scholars and students this year has been delightful and

for countless acts of kindness and generosity. My work with

inspiring--and, to be honest,
rather exhausting. I will look
forward to my own future visits
in Japan and to welcoming
Japanese "ASLEites" who
come to America for meetings
or research (or simply for fun).
At times this year, I must
admit, I've felt like a door-to-

door salesman, hawking my

wares (nature writing and
ecocriticism) in classrooms and
lecture halls from Sapporo to Naha. Obviously, this "personal
touch" has contributed something to the spread of this field in
Japan. But it is extremely important, I think, that the study of
"literature and environment" in Japan respond to the intrinsic value
and challenge of the questions/issues raised in literature concerned
with the relationship between human beings and "place" (urban,
suburban, rural, wild), that this scholarly movement not become a
mere "cult of personality.” The field of "nature writing scholarship”
is much bigger than me, although I may seem like "Mr. Nature
Writing" to many of the people who first learned of the genre from
me this year.

There are many, many specific projects for ASLE-Japan
members to work on, including innumerable research topics,
bibliographies of Japanese scholarship and Japanese "nature

writing," regional/local study groups, and the organization of
conference symposia. But I would also like to suggest several
specific ways in which ASLE-J and ASLE-USA can cooperate:
1) I hope that members of ASLE-J will regularly be able to attend
either the Western Literature Association Conference (each
October) or special ASLE conferences such as the one that will
take place at Colorado State University in June 1995; 2) there are
many opportunities for ASLE-J with American specialists in the
field--getting financial support for such visits should be a priority
for ASLE-J; 3) ASLE-J members can contribute articles and

reviews to such publications as ISLE: Interdisciplinary Studies in

2
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Literature and Environment (contact Professor Yamazato at the So, for now, let me say farewell, thank you, and best wishes. |
University of the Ryukyus for information); and 4) Japanese have had a splendid year in Japan and I am grateful for your
students should be encouraged to come to the U.S. for graduate hospitality and energy. My ASLE-USA colleagues and I will

studies in literature and environment--see ASLE's forthcoming look forward to continuing the collaboration with ASLE-J that has
Graduate Handbook for the Study of Literature and Environment. begun this year.

These are just a few suggestions.
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ISLE: Interdisciplinary Studies in
Literature and Environment
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4 H17H : Michael Pollan, "Why
Mow? The Case Against Lawns" / John
Elder, "Wilderness and Walls" / Terry
Tempest Williams, "Lion Eyes"

5 H 5 H : John Haines, "The Writer as
an Alaskan" / Edward Abbey, "The Great

American Desert"

6 J19H : Annie Dillard, "Nightwatch"
/ Wendell Berry, "The Making of a

Marginal Farm"
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LITERATURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES - Bernd Stevens Richter
PROJECTED SYLLABUS FOR MIYAZAKI INTERNATINAL COLLEGE

Annotations with * mean that I use these books as sources for my classes here

*Susan J. Armstrong and Richard G. Botzler. Environmental Ethics: Divergence and Convergence. New York et al: McGraw-Hill, 1993.
ISBN 0-07-002608-4 Discussion topics, Class Discussions, Class Exercises, further reading; p.o.v., chapters on science, philosophy, history,
aesthetics, economic/political/legal issues, anthropocentrism, individualism, ecocentrism, Judeo-Christian perspectives, multicultural;
standards, Assisi, Aquinas, Descartes, Kant, Albert Schweitzer, Thoreau, Muir, college textbook - wide range, good for any purpose.

Andrew Dobson, ed. The Green Reader: Essays toward a Sustainable Society. San Francisco: Mercury House, 1991. ISBN 1-56279-010-2.

chapters: Green critique, Green society, economics, political strategies, philosophy. standard authors, Petra Kelly, Rudolph Bahro, alternative

concepts.

Lorraine Anderson, ed. Sisters of the Earth: Women's Prose and Poetry About Nature. (Vintage Books) New York: Random House, 1991.
ISBN 0-679-73382-5. chapters on her (nature) - kinship, pleasures, wildness, solace, creatures,rape, healing, standard authors, fiction writers,

native American, for my taste a fuzzy, mystical, mother-carth/earth-mother-feminism - do you like that?

Daniel Halperin, ed. On Nature: Nature, Landscape, and Natural History. San Francisco: North Point Press, 1986. ISBN 0-86547-284-X.

nature history, meditative and descriptive pieces, bibliography nature writing, standard authors, on Pliny, Calvino, Oates, good book.
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John A. Murray, ed. A Republic of Rivers: Three Centuries of Nature Writing from Alaska and the Yukon. New York Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1990. ISBN 0-19-506102-0. parts 1741-1866: Russian America and the Age of exploration incl. Cook Merck, Vancouver,
Kotzebue, Chamisso, 1867-1958: Territorial Alaska and the Age of Exploitation incl. Muir, J. London, Rasmussen, 1959-1989: Alaskan

Statehood and the Age of Environmentalism incl. standard authors, regionally limited.

*Thomas J. Lyon, ed. This Incomperable Lande: A Book of American Nature Writing. (Penguin Books) New York: Viking Penguin, 1991.
ISBN 0-14-014441-2. Introduction into nature writing 80 pages, bibliography 80 pages, some early writing like W.Wood, W.Bartram,
A.Wilson, L.Goodman, Audubon, Nuttall, standard authors, solid work, perhaps standard anthology of nature writing.

Thomas J. Lyon and Peter Stine, eds. On Nature's Terms: Contemporary Voices. (The Louise Lindsey Merrick Natural Environment Series.
13) College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1992. ISBN 0-89096-522-6. standard authors, very recent stuff, earthy, not theoretical or
aggressively ecological, variety of form - essay, story, journal, reflections, etc, book for this brotherhood of nature and outdoor people to
enjoy.

*Scott H. Slovic and Terell F. Dixon. Being in the World: An Environmental Reader for Writers. New York: Macmillan, 1993. ISBN 0-02-
411761-7. Every text is concluded by short sections "Analyzing and Discussing the Text" and "Experiencing and Writing About the World"
with tasks and assignments, except 4.3 - global thoughts, local actions - American authors, standard, going back to Thoreau, content struc-
tured in chapters nature (otherness, beasts, mortality, seasons), human visitors (walking, waters, mountains, journals), world (sense of place,
art, spitual, aesthetic responses) abstractions (mind, polemics and conflicts, global and local), but also rhetorically: analysis & interpretation,
argument &persuasion, cause & effect, comparison & contrast, definition, description, division & classification, humor, narration, process
analysis; geographically: US regions, international, textbook - very thoughtful, but: sometimes the texts are pretty short.

Story Earth: Native Voices on the Environment. Compiled by Inter Press Service. San Francisco: Mercury House, 1992. ISBN 1-56279-035-
8. contributions 5-12 pages, from the US, Canada, Guatemala, Brazil, Peru, Easter Island, Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, Australia,

Phillipines, Sri Lanka, Nepal, India, Lesotho, Kenya, Egypt, Finland, interesting and informative.
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John Muir, My First Summer in the Sierra. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1911. Reprinted 1979.
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Robert Finch, “Very Like a Whale,” from Common Ground, Norton, 1994.
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Loren Eiseley, “The Flow of the River,” from The Immense Journey. New York: Random House,
1957.

AUDUBON: Brown Tree-Creeper
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