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Thoughts on Nature Writing

by
Terry Tempest Williams

March 31, 1995 Kanazawa, Japan
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I tis a great pleasure and privilege to be able to meet

with you and share some of my thoghts with you re-

garding literature of the environment, what we are col-
lectively calling "nature writing." No country has a deeper tradi-
tion of this kind of literature than Japan.

But first, | must thank you for your extraordinary kindness in
inviting me to be here with you in Japan. | would like to thank
the Yomiuri Shinbun newspaper: Shoriki-san, Asano-san; and
most especially, Okajima-san, who | believe is a kindred spirit. |
appreciate their vision and belief in this Symposium. | would
like to acknowledge Professor Ken Noda and thank him along
with the Association for the Study of Literature and
Environmnet (ASLE) for organizing this gathering.

I have had many guides in Tokyo and Kanazawa. My sister-
in-law, Ann Tempest and | appreciate the generosity of
Masahiko Narita, Tomoko Nakagawa, Komatu-san, and
Masami Yuki. | would also like to thank those translating En-
glish into Japanese, particularly, Keiko Murasaki.

| feel most grateful to Michiyo Ishii, my friend and translator
of Refuge. Her sensitivity to language has enchanced my own.
And | am grateful for Sato-san for publishing Refuge in his se-
ries of American Nature Writing.

And | believe our mutual friend, Scott Slovic's spirit is with
us. He sends his warmest regards to all.

Today, | would like to honor and acknowledge the writings
of Hino-san, | so appreciate being able to meet him and have

LOBERIITETICES TEL DAKXAICIIEZOLDON L
N2V, TN LT. 7AU ATIRERIZEEREEE VL
D, TDDIEAI D, FREh, BRERINTVWERETAS
SETERERNT AV ADHEDHEDE#RN—BET-T
W5DIE,

REIDWestern Literature Association k&34 F 4 THfE
SNBN. SED6AI-11HITIZASLEE L TRIIDKEN
Colorado State University TBM 15, THICIZBEENSD
BMELLENS 0. BE. FHEF— K#ELZ. FRHE
T, WWEBE. BHEE. Bruce Allenz K &A% XA
LT3, 300ABRBEDEFTDETELTWS EDT LD
WFFERZE. John Elder, Scott Russel Sanders & 5 AF EDE
KICKBHH. OvF—IT>FoADYT7—RE, LEITE
DRWIZZE->TNWS,

(ASEL-JEIRREK. ZEIAETHY 74N TKREF > F Y
J—ZBIT TSR

the opportunity to talk with him about nature and culture, what
we have lost in regards to our relationship with the natural
world and what we must try to regain, retrieve.

Yesterday, he shared one of his essays with me, a short
story, let us call it "creative non-fiction, " entitled, "The Rectory."
Itis about a man, Hino-san himself, perhaps, who discovers he
has cancer and leaves the urbanization of Tokyo because his
body desires water. He travels to the country. As he makes his
way down the cliff to the river, Hino-san writes:

I mutter to myself that | am happy to have had the cour-
age to come here, | close my eyes again, dizzy, with the full
light of the setting sun, feeling its rays to my inner core. For
some time, | remain thus motionless on the boulder at the
water's edge. With a changeless rhythm, the roar of the tor-
rent recedes and returns, now suddenly becoming the
sound of my own blood, coursing throught veins and arter-
ies. . ..

I do not know of a more powerful example of nature writing.

This is your tradition. Waka. Haiku. Japanese poetry. Ki-
no-Tsurayuki writes, “Japanese poetry has its seeds in the hu-
man heart and countless words as leaves. ltis a literature that
moves heaven and earth without strain, touches the emotions
of unseen spirits and gods creats harmony between men and
women, and calms the hearts of fierce warriors."

The idea, the genre of nature writing is not new. It is very,
very old, basic and essential to our human souls.
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