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Scott H. Slovic, Terrell F. Dixon### Being in the World: An Environmental Reader for Writers
(Macmillan, 1993)% 4. EBERFOKUBEEDEZAIIHVET ., FBRIRXIFr¥r—F1 74 Y IHRDEAKEDO—
T, BEMICIIUATOL D BB THET,
Being in the World: An Environmental Reader for Writers is a thematically organized composition reader derived from the
assumption that, as John Muir once put it, "most people are on the world, not in it." The text's tour-part organization suggests an
evolving human relationship to the natural world. This text includes:
* Eighty-three selections of essays, letters, and journal entries by authors ranging from Edward Abbey to Ann Zwinger and
including such diverse and exciting writers as Gloria Anzaldua, Wendell Berry, Sandra Cisneros, Annie Dillard, Gretel Ehrlich,
Robert Finch, Stephen Jay Gould, and Eddy L. Harris. Multiple selections by ten of the anthologized authors are provided.
Substantial chapter introductions; biographical/critical headnotes, many based on interviews with the authors; topics for discus-
sion and writing; and selected bibliographies.
» Color reproductions of three landscape paintings and one photograph with discussion and writing topics.

*Glossary of critical terms commonly used in discussing nature writing.

From the Foreword by Senator Gaylord Nelson, the Founder of Earth Day: "A writing textbook like Being in the World: An

Environmental Reader for Writers offers students many ways of developing skills as writers and thinkers. But just as impor-

tantly, I think, it helps to focus attention on how human beings live on—or 'in'—the world, an issue that will determine what kind

of world future generations will inherit."
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Responsibility Beyond Reason

C. S. Schreiner, Hiroshima University

"The warning is clear," Luc Ferry says in his prize-win-
ning book The New Ecological Order. "The by-passing of hu-
manism in favor of the vegetable and animal kingdom in mat-
ters of ethics and law will not occur without coercion."

Luc Ferry is disturbed by the inhumanist theses of fun-
damental ecology. He worries that giving the same legal rights
to humans, owls, trees and stones will lead to the kind of tyr-
anny which characterized Nazism. Ferry worries that the new
zealots of nature--from deep ecologists to Greenpeace mem-
bers to ecofeminists--will reverse the principles of the Enlight-
enment which have promoted human freedom and reason.

Members of ASLE may be interested in this philosophi-

cal controversy. They can judge if Luc Ferry's warning is
clear. Modern philosophy supports a concept of human right
which is now disturbed and challenged by the demands of eco-
logical awareness and action.

Order and Critical Agency

Luc Ferry is a French philosopher, and his use of the
term "ordre" in his original title Le nouvel ordre éologique
indicates the position he will take. "Ordre" has an imperative
sense. It refers to a disciplinary order, set of rules or legally
binding framework, community of sense.

The present "order" as determined by the largest eco-
nomic powers and based on the principle of reason inherited
from the Enlightenment, privileges human freedom. Reason is
freedom. Kant conjectured that with reason man "discovered
in himself a power of choosing for himself a way of life, of not
being bound without alternative to a single way, like the ani-
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mals." Although the infinity of free choices open to human be-
ings seems an abyss at first, most humans develop into moral
creatures with a sense of decency (Sittsamkeit) who know
right from wrong, and who struggle towards perfection as a
species.

There are many obvious problems with this Enlighten-
ment grand narrative. Even so, it seeks to safeguard a critical
agency (in the individual person) which can contest a totality--
the State, or any dominant class or group value. Luc Ferry is
worried that there won't be such a critical agency in the new
ecological order. But let's turn things around using the same
phraseology. Isn't ecology a critical agency which seeks to
contest the order of reason taken as a totality?

In many cultures public space is based on morality and
personal values, not only scientific truth. In this regard there is
freedom for critical and eccentric behavior in public space, al-
though this freedom varies from culture to culture. This differ-
ence between cultures suggests that there is as yet no universal
order, no absolute truth. But on the other hand, a philosopher
like Luc Ferry would not hesitate to invoke the universal valid-
ity of human rights. It is animal and tree rights that he resists
universalizing.

Science and Human Values

Presently, many people consider it distasteful to smoke.
They know it is harmful. It is illegal in specific places, such as
certain restaurants and aircraft. But it is not universally con-
demned--not yet. For good health, as Luc Ferry says, is not an
absolute value for everyone or in all circumstances. That is
because our way of thinking about and judging human behav-
ioris not strictly governed by science and we are free to decide
whether to smoke or not according to our values. Morality is
not based on the facts of natural science. So even though every-
one knows it is true that smoking is unhealthy, not everyone
sees it as evil.

It follows that for some people a pleasurable life has a
higher value than life without pleasure. Smoking is an artifice,
a stylized gesture and pleasure, argues a recent book published
by Duke University Press titled Cigarettes Are Sublime. The
human being has given herself the right to deviate from nature,
thatis, to do things which do not follow the logic of the natural
kingdom. A pond may seem placid, but that does not mean a
writer has to write clearly about it; it may provoke her to nar-
rate her own inner turbidity. Art, philosophy, literary criticism
are activities which may or may not follow the cues of nature.

Overpopulation is a biological fact, remarks Luc Ferry,
but this does not justify a former member of the Green Party's
suggestion to stem "at the source the overproduction of chil-

dren in the third world." It does not justify a dream of another
member of the Greens, of a "global government that can sub-
jugate populations in order to reduce pollution and alter de-
sires and behaviors through psychological manipulation." Luc
Ferry goes on to voice his concern about what could happen if
our thinking tries to legislate itself from the point of view of

nonhumans:

...when we get to the point of arguing that the ideal
number of humans, from the point of view of nonhu-
mans, would be 500 million (James Lovelock), or 100
million (Arne Ness), I would like to know how one plans
to realize this highly philanthropic objective. For, here
too, the dreams of radical ecologists often turn to night-
mares, as in the case of the death program evoked by
William Aiken and published in an anthology that en-
Jjoys an excellent reputation: "In fact, massive human die
backs would be good. Is it our duty to cause them? Is it
our species' duty, relative to the whole, to eliminate 90
percent of our numbers?" (75)

The anthology which enjoys an excellent reputation is Earth-
bound: New Introductory Essays in Environmental Ethics,
edited by Tom Regan and published in 1984. But Luc Ferry
says that in the anthology is Aiken's endorsement of a massive
human die back. Certain people would be excluded from spe-
cies survival under this tyranny of good intentions.

Ecofeminism and Existential Feminism

Since the Enlightenment, human beings have given
themselves the right to command themselves instead of being
commanded by natural law. In Kant's words, reason is "man's
release from the womb of nature.” This means that human
freedom transcends the laws of the animal kingdom. But ac-
cording to ecofeminists this kind of transcendence is a cata-
strophic development: men have disengaged themselves from
nature with their science and technology. Ecofeminism seeks
to transgress or reverse this development by privileging
women's continuity with biological nature.

Luc Ferry cites Mary O'Brien's The Politics of Repro-
duction to demonstrate how feminism articulates a "reproduc-
tive conscience" which confirms women's unity with nature.
This kind of feminism poses a potential problem for Luc
Ferry, as we see in the following passage:

To assert that women are more "natural” than men is to
deny their freedom, thus their full and whole place
within humanity. That the ecofeminists hate Western
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civilization and modernity is their business. That they
wish to find natural justifications for this hatred means
playing the game of biological determinism, of which all
women will suffer the consequences if it is taken seri-
ously. (126)

This type of ecofeminism which upholds biological de-
terminism contrasts most starkly, says Luc Ferry, with the ex-
istential feminism of Simone de Beauvoir and others. Existen-
tialists don't have the comfort of falling back on their "nature";
the only thing behind them is an abyss of anxious freedom.
One does not inherit an identity: one makes it, like one writes a
novel. Responsibility is the effort of creative becoming--be-
coming woman, becoming ecological. Such an existential ori-
entation would presumably help radical feminists avoid being
trapped by the stereotypes and expectations which inevitably-
-in spite of the best intentions--accrue to natural or biological
concepts of self. Likewise, philosophers who still uphold rea-
son can strive to become ecological. In this way the gap be-
tween ecocentrism and anthropocentrism can be crossed.

More Responsibility

Luc Ferry's turn to existential feminism is a positive mo-
ment in his critique of radical ecology. He is seeking to formu-
late a notion of democratic ecology, and thus is sensitive re-
garding anything that has historically constrained human
choice and freedom. He thinks that a cleaner, more pristine
earth would just not be worth it if human dignity and quality of
life were sacrificed. The concerns of the ecological movement
are so crucial and portentous that its writers and activists need
to be especially vigilant about assuming potentially dangerous
or misleading concepts, such as those associated with biolo-
gism.

Yet Luc Ferry's privileging of human rights over animal
rights and the rights of the inanimate is not itself something
that can go unquestioned about its assumptions, and may har-

bor equal dangers. In this regard Jacques Derrida has insisted
that we move beyond our concept of rights based on human
freedom to one that takes on more responsibility not only for
living humans, but the living in general, including the crea-
tures that we "sacrifice" to our diet. Our modern sense of free-
dom upholds subjective freedom, the freedom of reason. This
sense derives from Kant's famous motto for the Enlighten-
ment: "Have courage to use your own reason!" But Derrida
thinks that the time has come for a responsibility that is wider
than reason and not regulated by it.

Creative Engagements

It seems apparent that Luc Ferry and like-minded phi-
losophers need to think things through as creatively as pos-
sible to try to imagine a just world in which animal and tree
rights are equal with those of humans. All the more reason to
keep reading the nature writers, who are not as constrained by
disciplinary or ideological assumptions and are often more
concretely engaged in worldbound situations. For what if En-
lightenment assumptions are wrong and disengaging our hu-
manity from nature reduces, not increases, our humanity?
What if, in getting closer to nature, we increase our humanity?
Thoreau cited by Loren Eisely: "If you would learn the secrets
of nature, you must practice more humanity than others."
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Started by Scott Slovic during his stay in 1993-4, a group of people interested in reading and discussing
nature writing and related issues has been meeting in Tokyo. For the past year we have been meeting at Bruce
Allen's house in Bunkyo-ku, or outside when the weather allows. Anyone interested in joining this informal but

spirited group, give Bruce a call.

16




April 25, 1996

ASLE-Japan Newsletter No. 4

ASLE-Japan,/ X% « TIEF 22 DU T
KE THH H—

ASLE-Japan /X% - B#i%#2 (IJHASLE-Japan,/ X% < &
BAR) X 2EATD19944E5 A, RBBAKRFEEZRSET 53T
BeSZRUTHRELELE. BRCREOBEZESZBOD
T4 =WV RTHEINFOEENERFAL TOI D ENDEE
R, B SUEARE ORI TRL LN DD, 7 AU TET
L TWaRIEE OMFERMEASLE-US. #E57)V LT, %
DEEERTERINICHEDE L. BxdEXORE. ASLE-
US.0FR&EEATy & » 207 ¢ v 7 K(Scott Slovic, BRTE
FT 7 FRFHERE, ARFEAX - ZMRBREHFRE &—FF
) MONVTS5A RERELTRAL, HEOWLS DNOKRE
T (R FY =517 4 27 ICET DREHNZHERLTO.
HRE - FEITEVHIRERT I EIZRD 9. ASLE-Japan
DRNERADFENIZAOT 4 v VROBEEZHoZEDNX
¥, ASLE-JapanDLBIIBE. EXBHEEFFTETESN
5HNKIBSATY ., ZEE 5D DIFIEK SRS TITA,
HAXFHAE. v —FU X ER, FEH. REREW
gk, REHBEHRE. KEREREZETT. 9% FTF
TERBFOHFLNBINEIND ZEEFE>TVET.

ASLE-Japan®DF—"7— RD—2F (R4 F¥—F1 571 >
7y (Nature Writing) T3 X1 F¥r—51F4 2T ENDIX
FILBIBHF L WO V)V OFREHN, EEREBEOBEFREZD S
2H LAWY TO0—FES572M L. ASLE-Japan DR TLDEH -
BolZEDBWNAET, L2L. TO%. ERORBILOMES
EOEREMEDIC DN, FACBRYREZEE L, >
T4 aIEREGTRL, DS BB FREEEDEE
TERXFED v BT EES LZIEAOBELDRED,
FNEE—FEL T EEX%) (Environmental Literature) &
WOPB THZICE B AL D ET2EEBHEFICR->TEE
L7z, ZLTZOBEEMN ST HOMFERNY 7O0—F% (L3
7154 > XL) (Ecocriticism) & WD G TIENAD T E
To TOLA—HOHKFL, INFETHLEST AU NOBF
REOHFIZBIT KR S =TI A%, ASLE-Japan®
FHE#EhLEL T, HRTHZDX D REENHBD TS D
ERFIATRADEBDTY., ik T h1 3ABD
REXAFr—I1 74 27 1. BBEEIIBTIREDM
BRELMHEZEZATRDIEENET, T2ETFaE N,

E 51T, ASLE-Japanld 7 AV ADRA F¥r—I 174 7
DHRET, AEDE THEDRAF Y —I1T4 51 OF
FERICHZMITTOET, ¥, TR#iE cwbhidask
WREVWRE, (FTFr =174 E0WIT¥ )M
WHIET A AEBAOBRETH > T, HEXFITENIEA
AIRETHDMEIMEKRIITH D, TDOLSRE SN S DI
WBEEFONT THENSTY . ASLE-JapaniZiI#E4E, [H
EDRAF ¥ —54 74 X ITHRSRL NEEICE> TRAL
ENELz. ZNIRTREOL D RBEERAN L. PIREHEfEL
TOLZDDTIN—TTF, TAVILFCBT DR Fv—
AT 4 PTHEDEDITONT, 7AUATIHDLA R
FY—=51074 270D TEEE] EWSEENOBLMFLEL

DOHVET., T TAVAXFOBRRNETFIZEEEDS
T ERNBRETRAA FY—51 74 2/ OFEEEEREE S
5L ETERATYT. BEDODRAFYr—51 74 > VHHE
FE0—REES &RV ET, 18k HEICBWT 35 ET
FARIPRST LD HEEARIC T — RNy 735
ENDRL, HHREEBNEICULNE EZRGTTRERATL.
FOBERTIIFDICHEN TH =D T, L., RA1
FX—I14T74 2 T7ENDITr VINVOEREREEINTEZSIZ
E. INEZHELFOBEE L TES BT OIRIURE Enb
RITED FHA. FREOWEVES, HRASPRESTHED
IAFY—I4 T4 7DV EHRIN. R TEIFEERH 2 RA
Fx =454 VT DEBZIFNHET 2. TARKKREHEL
TWET, FIERMNICIE. TOENCH T EIEROREN
BTN —TELTRRESND ZEEFO>TVWET, BnDO&E
TN, HEAE (ZaAT7x3I=XL) . (T4 arék
RE) . (XFEEREHFB) . CUERNESR) . etc.
ASLE-Japan DfERIFTEIZ1I0A OERKENHERD T X
FTEA, TORIBICEENICHZ5HEE (iR ZBEL E
T, ERAE TIZASLE-Japan DEEIIMhbHRE &L, X%
EREED S ODMEREEZTVET,. FRRSOAFIIWILR
EDORZET, BEEPRIRIIA, U avT, Br
SREZBERDBDOIILTOELNEEZITVEY, (FTUT~4
SRR F Y= =AM AN ZOE5 LW@m &L
NWEZATT., 74T T7DHZHITEFUE ;
ASETFTEN, ) WolED, FIFEEDR 4
TPa— )V EVEENTIED D E
Hhe ZFRAUARIENS DT A NE
BhTo#HESCHEXEXOH
. OEEOZERBREEEELTY
F9. F-HKFITIE, PUED
bo ELBERTIN, REICEH |
BIZZ DX BRPIRRDEER TN
2H0EEDLNET,
FASLE-Japan,/ X% - BEi%:
£Newsletter] 134 2 & -
B} FfrenEd, HERNRREC
HHOEERE ThanizhKs - of
FRIBMTERNAHIZEST
&, Zhddb o & bEHEERIER
BETHD, XEOB LRV E
T, £81ZdeideEE»N 5
HIIMNMEET. HE2E
T SIED mhizn—
FlIZ2THIEINTE §
FH A, FASLE-Ja- 48
pan=—a—XL¥—] K&
BFAN—OXETE
BEEZRMLU. HRE




April 25, 1996

ASLE-Japan Newsletter No. 4

XBRLEIREAZRILUET. BRILHFL, ASLE-JapanDiF
B, RE - KEHE, HRER. TLTRAICX %M

(T, FH A BRETT. Za—X Ly —EERIT
DRICHBIZBEPFREBFHFB L TVET, £5%. 20
RITORMENTVET. K DHRRRERCRINREICH
BEN5Z Eichiud, Za—XLF—0&EBAHBOT LB
THIEEEDNET,

HZEI R ETRABWICEL, XM Fv—I51 74 > JHH%
OFREV D) —ZLSNTHRES N D, BEEOREINR E
N0, HHEFICHPLIEDE, M Fr—5174 2%
DB BREIEFNICBNTRERICEBS TETVWET. Uo
SV, R FY =51 T4 T ENDI AT AT HEEIRFTS
XERBELTERELENMCRAET ( TRAMHEOERR

954EHR] BH) . S HICSBROBMERFE. PIRRSUE. BR.

KEEREREON - b THEIRSFEINTNS LS T
T ENET TR, REFMEFEREDOS ORI A, BXE
BYEL VRTTAENS A XY M bR S DI/ 5 0]
REEADBR< R-o TEE L. (XFEBZERPRELE > b
5 BT EUTHRRLUKZASLE-Japandt, 3 TIZZDk
IRTFT—REIEIERNAEBTEBRLTISNEALDRY
NT—JtERi=L., TOERICHS>EMEBT. AL TH
(REX®) OfRICERMTENEEBVWEY. £FEF8S
HELFEROEE SRVAIDZEVNDOITRER O EF
TIW, ENEFRBRREACERNAERDOTIZZNT
L& oM. F2lodWENITET BA[REM ERO =0/~ &
BnET,

Van

£l
1 BEPSORXIE. UTFD47—-ITELED S,
Filf&, Bruce Allen it
AT, SAEME, KEfEE
(3) Nonfiction Nature Writing (3,000 words)
RS, MBERTT. REET. LERC

=£E0HD.
3 ER&YIZ9IAI08ET 3,

(Fody v Y=H=) LTBRSEEW,

Environmental Literature: An International Handbook(Z 2~ T

L 2O 2

3 A9 HIZHIWERKRFETHEINE LIRS T, —a—3—F OGarland#t» SFIFFE (1997) D Environmen-—
tal Literature: An International Handbook (Patrick D. Murphyi®) B3 33 LSWATFHN. RO Z EMNRER XN

(1) Nature in Pre-modern Japanese Literature (4,000 words)
(2) Nature in Modern Japanese Literature (4,000 words)

FHF—., KFHEXZ. aHeR. SHE— AHEEE. SENE
(4) Conservation Movement and Literature (3,000 words)

2 FRETNThOF—A - J—F— (k. KT, BFH, &8 SPLER-T

ASLE-Japan® THAEDFA Fvr—I1 54 > 71 HRRLOMVAHERD T RBOERMIS O THHEME
BRSEREDTNELNEEZTED XY, WD LT 3REER, MEN FRRECODVTEFNTNORERTE

=

ASLE-Japan home page (2 2 v T

EERFDOLAFERLD TASLE-Japan home page% V7 TH% L7, URLIZhttp://icarus.ilcs.hokudai.ac.jp/aslej/
aslej.htmITY . BEIDR—IZiZhome page DBERHOXENBVTH I TT. 22 - BR2SORKN. SEEE,
syllabus, EOMOFHERE, SEPLTDOMABEEZEDAL ANOLELENY BIERFEE L TENFTTEYINERL TATIZE
IMEBVETA, WAPRDBDTL LI, 2B, FEFRNITH-—NII DI ATFLAEFOEOEAEEILT 2FETT)
WS, 1% —%xy b EIZASLE-Japan home page B OIRRMB D L. EFERTPOLS TIMN, 77 EALTATIR
WPDSTL & 0. REMOFLEBHETLL L, home pageliRIIAKEEEDNEY. XKD LIIEHBICE-MailETZ
BREZBFETIV., LAEROT KL RFINET: tuti@lilim.ilcs.hokudai.acjp. BEHDOT RL AZBMHcZREINTHD =T,

BB, HHBRFOMEEGEK D FBKZhome pageZB&RLTHN. T2 1 h) HESORNSENDERIF ERED

WEDAS5NB XS TY, URLIZhttp://lang.nagoya-u.ac.jp/~kato/ T3

18



April 25, 1996

ASLE-Japan Newsletter

No. 4

b

B —1— X

OBEW

1) HRFHEEICAD £ 2. 1996FE2R—A&¥3000. FE¥2000—2RIBORFEAMICTHAL TFZ 1,

2) BfE, BBRATRTESETEBRG LI 2a— VY — R EBEENTEDL DI,

AAY 2T A ME TN

TEREBEDLTVET, AU XTI XA MIBBRIE 12880 HDBRFBHDET. TDIH, BIEENSSEE

IZFTHE &5 E80ZHDITAY,
FFREP a2V I —REROAKZBHENT N,

ERXRBHFINTBVET. RERGERLEIND AL, ERFHEEZBRVNLETY. ¥

3) E<2BAEEERL TBETTLFETT. KA. T, EFE PBEOL4HREZHBRLETY, RBE2ELE

ABNEWHERSDE LS, TEETIW,
4) BROFLIERED
FHOHIR. ROICEBR (FFH) TIEE RS,

DR ELBERLTEDETOT, PRSTLHBIRECHABRNWEHEGLHD LT,

TRAEZ2—X VLI —1R—TEZTETF XN,

METHEEAFIIDVWTRHASINDSTFETY. HRELLTHEZL THEVEWS THEES
BRI 2HEAHTY. XL, RERHICS> TIE, #isH|

ITEFZNW, #EOHFIZDON

('9 6 FFRDEE
T, ELL TSNS B E!

$ L &EHTF & v,
\

STHIZEANEBZEZTLLETRIERYD EFA, F
B2 EEF50HFIEFTEHETH
%‘%&@#’%ﬁ%mé}/)n’i.ﬁﬁﬁbtui@“o)

~\

from editorial staff

B2 X% —DONo4xBBILET. Bfr7dsIT&ic
R=TEDEIML, 7 O0NI20R—JickbELE. h
HASLE-JapanBFER LU =R TH > T £EBREICSITSIF
EREPEZEARRNTVSIDITTIEH D F-HAMN, FCLVHEE
BMLTFE oD, BIRRELTRE o0, &EIHBHILTFE
IO LIEERICEH EME LR TIE EBIT. REIZES
TEWEBWET, ELIGHLHET S AICIIKREDBRETRE
GEEZEHOSELH D EHA. SHEBEI AOHEBKZ
BREHFTDELEBIC, JEICH DL THIFNEERNE
T EIFELSBEVWAEZLET. BEAED=2—ATH>
EBHHIRIZED ., EXZIHSNZ0IEF. HOITF - RIY—Dif
HRITL /. HORBH TOAEFENY O—DREBIEIZD T A1)
HNDORA Fr—S54 7 —DREZBEICZ>TVWELIICEX

TS T, XARH, St BEIRREICER T 572 &
EST, LAOBEANEE OBE, EXERAFHETSDHD
130 FAH BHIC ¥ AEL.  TRBARE] A
BTl EBEZDE, RN TFY—F1M T4 2T EHEINET
DEHATRERBEFATLES>T=OMD LT ERA. EF
CHHOBEDEZRTWEZLIRY—R-TE-BNEETVE
5EDIIRBBRERNRIZTL LIM. £z, BIEREICES
HRIZFFTER L TWARA Fr— I 15— BIdZOE
CEDIDITHEADDTLLOD. BERRBRICBBEVLWEH DX
T, Za—X Ly —RECHAETSH. HDWidDesk Top
PublishingiZB.L D H 2 FIZTHE TI W, —a—XLF—
i< vF > hyia bk TPageMaker& W5 7 k& fEWLHIIHE
LTWwEY. O

R 7]

., | ASLE-Japan
’ N - EmEYA

'E!L?.q

£ HA H-

NO.4
1996%4A

ASLE-Japan /X% - BIE%S
BER SRAXFERFFPREMARE

(& %]
R®EZ8 KpAaX—/6H wRAR
Za—-As-R|E=R

T920-11 &R AMHE]

19




F A H
ASLE-J /X%F - RIEZS
HER : @IRKERFEEEEWRRE

BH

F920-11 LR AT
Tel. : 0762-64-5524 Fax : 0762-34-4103




