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International Trends
in Nature Writing
Bruce Allen, Juntendo University

Iis Summary of main points:

1) A broadening of nature writing's base from the US to
global among writers, readers, scholars and critics alike.
2) A questioning of the common assumption that nature
writing is identified with pastoralism.

3) A broadening of the traditional focus on distant, rural,
undeveloped and wilderness places, to give increasing
attention to nearby, intimate, developed, and urban
places. And with this, an evolving of the idea of wildness
to better include urban nature.

4) A broadening of the traditional concern for "rights of
nature” to include a greater concern for "environmental
justice".

5) Among critics, a broadening of attention to different
literary forms from a traditional focus on with non-
fiction essays, to a greater consideration of the novel,
drama, poetry and other modes

II. Commentary on these points:
1. From US to global:

This shift includes not only an expanding of the
global base of living writers and critics, but also a
revaluation of past world literature. We are questioning
and discovering how much of world literature can be
included in the genre of nature writing. In Japan the
genre of "nature writing" has been hard to define
precisely because so much of Japanese writing has been
nature-oriented.

2. The pastoral impulse.

Nature writing's traditional identification with
pastoralism is necessarily broadening as our world
becomes progressively urbanized. We as writers and
critics need to realize that unless NW gives more concern
to urban nature it may become marginalized and merely
nostalgic. This shift is happening in the US, but perhaps
it may happen even more in other countries which are
urbanized to a greater degree than the US.

3. From big, distant, rural places to small, intimate,
urban.

Nature writing's concern with the notion of
wildness, especially in the US, has often resulted in a
focus on "Big", wild places. But today we are
reconsidering both the meaning of wildness and also our
ideas of where wildness can be experienced. The concern
for "sense of place" will always remain important to
nature writers, but the kinds of places we pay attention
to will continue to broaden.

4. From rights of nature to environmental justice.

It has often been claimed that environmentalists,
and nature writers among them, have been over-—
concerned with protecting nature but underconcerned
about environmental justice; i.e. ensuring an equality of
environmental benefits among all people. We need to
take care that nature writing doesn't fulfill the
stereotyped charge that it is a concern mainly for "rich
nature lovers", at the expense of the average population.
5. A broadening of the forms to include poetry, drama,
fiction and other modes.

This point needs little argument as it is already
occurring naturally. [ would simply amplify this in regard
to the Japanese situation by urging that Japanese writers
and critics might be freer in developing their own forms
of expression, without necessarily looking to the West
and the US for models. Especially in nature writing,
where Japan can claim one of the world's oldest
traditions, it would be unfortunate for this to continue.
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BORBERBEORYEES R >ETORIUEFM,. ENLLET
FIRESLTELTITODALICE S TITR KRR
HEHOT<NELHMTHD, BRELZREVNEZTEFRTH >
72ESilkol3#EM L. AU tHADOMIFET 3 MHEEE IR
%, SilkolZTDIEHDOF THABCRLEORE DOREE S AR

ZOEKEE, TRESHSEIHFEEYICHS M h
WTAYABRETAYANDOREREDEIEHSNICLED
BEXZERRL TS, X, REREOYEIIKRSNEOM
FHRROFRETHABEMFOMBICH SHBROMETH D
%, TOLEREKHBHTROFICH > THHERZEIHAGIC L
BADZBOTERVNHDDOALEANLZNWERHTIEVWRED
BEoFTRbONE (22 K] ICHT3EVEEICKA
SNEALDOFOFREEFNBEEATNS, T+ L X - X
FA4TF—b BREIO-LK D ELMBFRICRD RN &
WMRZEDIZ, FAT 4T - TAUAHOFEBEEKMAD
FWEBEEIRBRIIT AV A ENS LHCESHEICED >
TEEHREDOANES BOTELEZRED Az S520,

it P3aiz O
2 g VNI 34 @
44 L @y “BEE»F Al
7 0 & B R Ko R K ~
2 4 H 71K | 43 B %
1l 6 0 8 F =5 3 L. 1)
~“ o B A2 AEK
TEE pg0pn 517 ]
TrE mow HBTF3 .
- s HzE\a %
3 7 # 27 ®Bo_. & X
A oo 0> =% @& |
6 ~ & . h h@E~ %  F
B kI 0 . E£T= +t ~®
X7 & o0& Y 1E H .
C&® W 3 >0 x4
- 0 7k 2
B o 3 % % |
i | & L g
L 3 < i '
2 2 Vot sk
B 0 12D~
75_, % B> H
= 2 ?Rtl:

3 )Y

3 iz

4 T

M =
M & <
8 15 D
—_ 2
00 B
o 3 8 W K
s 11 & [
33 ) i
4 4 T 14
3 3 % KR




Feb. 4, 1998

ASLE-Japan Newsletter

No. 6

FAFYv—I9AT4 > TDHLVWELE
IRERYE BT
(ASLE-U.S.58 2 [al K &3/ RV A E—F B E]
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HHEWRIELS BEEDOFIZEHA LD, EERICIZIEK
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AVHAFAF Y —F4T4 2 TICBVTHENTVDER
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3. Dillard —"The Deer in Providencia" (Teaching a
Stone to Talk, 1982)

4. Nelson —"The Gift of Deer"" (The Island Within,
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L. GHHNEZEXCEZRNBROMGEE, d50WIETOX
MERELTETEDVBDZDEMBHE, WTHICILTH
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Thoreau's Real Sense of Place in
Walden

Katsumi Kamioka, Kochi University
(ASLE-U.S.58 2 EI k& FH EAbstract])

The purpose of this paper is to consider
Thoreau's sense of place in Walden through five
phases: (I) Walden as an actual place; (2) the origin
of Walden; (3) Walden as a sacred place; (4) Walden
and cartography; and (5) Walden and history. This
is done to show how he thinks of Walden as an ideal
place to perfect himself.

[t is true that he depicts a strong sense of place,
seeing reality through "a freshet of shams and
appearances” and acquiring the spirit of place.
There he learns a lot which supports him physically
and spiritually. But ironically he leaves Walden
after two years stay. It is not because the actual
place of Walden is destroyed by clear-cutting or
reclamation, but because he fears that his vision
might tend to fade little by little and that he can't
search for fuller relationship between the outward
and inner landscape as time goes on. He begins to
feel that his inner life might become stagnant and
that he might fall into the rut of conformity as long
as he stays there.

This goes to the very core of understanding
Walden. It reminds the reader of John Daniel's
conversion in which he celebrates rootlessness in
"A Word in Favor of Rootlessness," and he rejects

his rootlessness as seen in The Trail Home. He says,
"When human beings settle in a place for the long
run, good things occur overall, but there are
dangers.” Daniel, aware of the dangers of
placedness, thinks that in order to get renewal and
vitality, some people have to stay at a place and
others have to be in motion.

Paradoxically the real sense of place for Thoreau
is to belong to a place and commit himself to his
surroundings and then to leave there. He finally
realizes that to be awake forever is to make a
continual discovery of place and self. This is clearly
seen in his life after the Walden years, Thoreau
mostly staying in Concord and walking around
there, but sometimes traveling in search for the
tonic of wilderness" lest he should "make a beaten
track" for himself. It is just like a swinging of the
pendulum between placedness and rootlessness, an
alternating rhythm of seeking awareness.

wr/)<)IYY hkESYS by Koya Akiyama
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