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ASLE-Korea Launched
Yong-ki Kang (Chodang University, South Korea)

Finally, ASLE-Korea was launched with
more than 80 regular members at
Sungkyunkwan University in Seoul on Oct.
27th, 2001. Professor Chung, Chung Ho
(English, Chungang University) will serve as the
first chairperson of the association.

ASLE-Korea 1s not an upstart association.
During the last two years, those who involved
themselves in prompting Korean scholarship to
have environmental g
awareness paved the way
and it has also been nurtured
by the innumerable silenced
voices of inanimate as well

as animate beings.

In tune with ecological
the

dimensional expansiveness

openness and
of environmental
scholarship, ASLE-Korea
membership is open to
anyone that invests his or her
concern in ecocriticism,
environmental(or nature)
writings and environmentally oriented creative
writings. Such a wide range of membership
includes those scholars who major in Chinese,
Japanese, Spanish, French, German, English,

Korean and many interdisciplinary fields.

ASLE-Korea is planning to undertake various
activities. First, it holds three or four regular

conferences each year. The 3rd conference will

fall on some day this April. Second, it plans to

issue a journal, Studies in Literature and
Environment (a tentative name), two times a
year. The first issue will be published this May.
In addition, the association will publish 7he
Newsletter regularly and distribute it widely so
as not only to report what has happened to it and
its members but also to attract the attention of
nonmembers. Third, ASLE-Korea is also
planning to have many other types of
publications such as translations, theoretical
collections concerning
ecocriticism &
environmental ethics, and
collections of relevant
¥ Korean poems and short

stories.

Fourth, being aware of
the necessity for
international cooperation
and solidarity, ASLE-
Korea will try to share
wisdom and passion for
environmental protection
with the
associations like ASLE-
USA and ASLE-Japan. Lastly, ASLE-Korea

will not confine its voices within its own

foreign

discourse community. Going beyond the
essential task of resensitizing people's lost
sense of nature, it will attempt to get involved in
substantial movements for environmental

protection, domestically and internationally.

This recent establishment of ASLE-Korea

has provoked, along with so encouraging
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international acceptances, a wide range of
ecocritical concern from Korean literary critics,
humanities professors, graduate students, poets,
creative writers and environmental activists.
Such a latent environmental concern in the
humanities was well-reflected in the
enthusiasm of those many scholars who
attended several sessions presented by ASLE-
Korea in The 2002 Annual Conference of
Korea Association of English Language and
Literature, which was held January 30 through

Feb.1 in Onyang, Korea. As many attentive
critics of humanities anticipate, today's meager
start of ASLE-Korea might help with the crisis
of humanities studies in Korea as well. By trying
to articulate many kinds of ideological or
cultural differences and conflicts, ASLE-Korea
strives toward a better world wherein "wild

nature can endure civilization."
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Book Review

The Ecolinguistics Reader: Language,
Ecology and the Environment.

Fill, Alwin & Miihlhiusler, Peter, eds.
London: Continuum, 2001.

The concept of 'the language of ecology' was created by
the Norwegian-American linguist Einar Haugen in 1970.
He was interested in the ecological study of the
interrelations between languages in bilingual and
multilingual communities. In subsequent decades, the
range of applications of the concept of 'ecology' within
linguistics has broadened considerably. Most recently, the
vital topic of environmental degradation has been added to
the list of linguistic concerns. During the 1990s, all the
various different approaches which link language to
ecology were brought together into a unified branch of

linguistics called 'ecolinguistics.'

Until the publication of this book, anyone interested in
the relationship between ecology and linguistics was faced
with the difficult task of searching out the articles on the
subject in a variety of obscure journals and book chapters.
This Reader fulfills a valuable function by gathering

together in a single volume some of the most important

articles in this field, including several newly translated
into English from the original German.

The Reader is divided into four parts. The first
section, "The Roots of Ecolinguistics," contains texts by
two forerunners of ecolinguistics, a survey article and a
review article. It begins with an essay from 1912 by
Edward Sapir which represents an early attempt to
establish a relation between 'Nature' and language. Alwin
Fill's "Ecolinguistics: the State of the Art 1998" provides
a clear overview of different branches of this field and
evaluates their achievements. The review article by Peter
Mihlhausler discusses and criticizes the language
resources available for talking about the environment in
the main European languages.

The second section, 'Ecology as Metaphor,' contains
six essays which all consider the value of using 'ecology'
as a metaphor for language. Beginning with Haugen's
original essay, this section also includes chapters by
Norman Denison, who asks whether the preservation of
linguistic 'species' should be regarded as seriously as
preservation of biological species, and Peter Finke, who
uses the metaphor of ecology to develop his hypothesis
that language is a 'missing link' between natural and
cultural ecosystems. The last chapter in this section, by
Wolf-Andreas Leibert, shows the effects that changes in
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speakers' physical environment have on their language.

In the third section, "Language and Environment," the
topic is the interrelationship between language and the
natural environment, particularly concerning linguistic
and biological diversity. The first two papers, by Beth
Shultz and Saroj Chawla, investigate whether the
destruction of the natural environment is, in part, caused
by language in some way. Other articles, such as Donal
Carbaugh's, remind us that language can also be used both
to exploit nature and to create solidarity between humans
and their environment.

The final section of the book is called "Critical
Ecolinguistics." In their introduction to this section, the
editors point out that even before the advent of critical
linguistics, ecolinguists had criticized language use from
the environmental point of view. However, with the rise
during the 1990 of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA),
ecocritical discourse analysis has become a thriving field
of study, with numerous studies focusing critically on the
unecological ideologies of a variety of texts such as
political speeches, green advertisements, etc. This
section contains a representative selection of such
articles. Mary Kahn's study of the absence of active verbs
and personal pronouns in scientific articles on animal
testing (‘upon death, coyotes were skinned' rather than
'after we killed the coyotes we skinned them') shows how
soulless scientific writing is, while Tzeporah Berman's
article "The Rape of Mother Nature? Women in the
Language of Environmental Discourse" is an example of
ecofeminist criticism. The section ends with Matthias
Jung's article "Ecological Criticism of Language" which
takes a critical look at eco-criticism itself and warns
critical linguists against ideological self-righteousness.

Edward Haig
Nagoya
University
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