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A Letter To My Japanese Friends
by
Terry Tempest Williams

Right now, at this point in time, | will tell you the question that is keeping me up at night:
How do we engage in responsive citizenship in times of terror? | have been thinking a great deal
about what | call, “the open space of democracy.”

What does the open space of democracy look like?

In the open space of democracy there is room for dissent.

In the open space of democracy there is room for differences.

In the open space of democracy, the health of the environment is seen as the wealth of
our communities. We remember that our character has been shaped by the diversity of
America's landscapes and it is precisely that character that will protect it. Cooperation is valued
more than competition; Prosperity becomes the caretaker of poverty. The humanities are not
peripheral, but the very art of what it means to be human. In the open space of democracy,
beauty is not optional, but essential to our survival as a species. And technology is not rendered
at the expense of life, but developed out of a reverence for life.

In the open space of democracy, we can engage the qualities of inquiry, justice and love
as we become a dynamic citizenry. We can possess a liveliness of spirit, a willingness to serve
our family, friends, and neighbors in the native landscapes that sustain us.

We seem to have made the mistake of confusing democracy with capitalism and have
mistaken political engagement with a political machinery we all understand to be corrupt. It is
time to resist the simplistic, utilitarian view that what is good for business is good for humanity in
all its complex web of relationships.

| am interested in a spiritual democracy inspired by our own sense of what we can
accomplish together, honoring an integrated society where the social, intellectual, physical, and
economic well being of all is considered, not just the wealth and health of the corporate few.

To not be engaged in the democratic process, to sit back and let others do the work for
us, is to fall prey to bitterness and cynicism. It is the passivity of cynicism that has broken the
back of our collective outrage and made it personal. We succumb to our own depression
believing there is nothing we can do.

If we cannot begin to embrace democracy as a way of life -- the right to be educated, to
think, discuss, dissent, create and act, acting in imaginative and revolutionary ways -- If we fail to
see the necessity for each of us to participate in the formation of an ethical life -- If we cannot
bring a sense of equity and respect into our homes, our marriages, our schools, and our
churches, alongside our local, state, and federal governments -- then democracy simply
becomes as John Dewey suggests “a form of idolatry” as we descend into the basement of
nationalism.

| do not believe we can look for leadership beyond ourselves. | do not believe we can
wait for someone or something to save us from our global predicaments and obligations. | need
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to look in the mirror and ask, “If | am committed to seeing the direction of our country change,
how must | change myself?”

We are in need of a reflective activism born out of humility, not arrogance. Reflection,
with deep time spent in the consideration of others, opens the door to becoming a
compassionate participant in the world. We can step forward in times of terror with a confounding
calm that will shatter fear and complacency.

To be in the service of something beyond ourselves -- to be in the presence of something
other than ourselves -- together -- this is where we can begin to craft a meaningful life where
personal isolation and despair disappear through the shared engagement of a vibrant citizenry.

Terry Tempest Williams has written a triptych for ORION Magazine on "The Open Space of
Democracy" that will appear in a book by the same title as part of The Orion Society's "Thoughts
on America" project, available in August, 2004. These essays can be read in abridged form on
www.oriononline.org
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October 22, 2001 ASLE-Japan / X AN. @8 (Dooho Shin 1Lk #H FR) .

%2 - T %S Newsletter No.11
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Lz 172D L<EDBHRAFYr—F1T74 >
71 BRFTFARNELUTHB L REER
s (EMEE). Tmazysag > X AW
RET Leap s (FEARFR) . HFEHEH,

March 20, 2002 ASLE-Japan /3% - B
742 Newsletter No.12
TyvtA 19— ZEWKERIT] O
HATR) . [HE & Off—ihiE - W8 Ofk
EfEZO<->T) (EMEIL). 2>y
EMNA 7 27— N THIfE S N7z ASLE 4
W RO LHmE GPEET). [HEE
EOHRZEZLS—MKIZBITLE8MMEL - &
mEicOVnT) (BEOH=). TZah stk
DEDIETHEANDEDHDT 4 —)VRHA K]
(‘EH4&1E). Alwin Fill & Peter Muhlhausler,
The Ecolinguistics Reader(2001)DEHF (Edward
Haig) . &b 1fh o

December 10, 2002 ASLE-Japan / X
% - BE ¥ 2 Newsletter No.13

HGE B R TR S 117255 8 M2 E K=k
& (EHEE) . IERERES R, K
JUEERR, JTHTHE). >R TL 723
ALEXH] EHE (BB, SEETF. a3
. E2MEIL) IDODE, HAKEAL
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B, BBOERENFZD<SHROIT Yy A1
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¥4 Newsletter No.14

AR THM S NZER S R L—
! RKREZVEA EHEBEDRITLEK
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BXY# ORI Al ONTA), 51T 97 FEFICKEREREZ LS TZERXTL - M,
FEDERKE (BINFEAKF) 1T & HHAEN & EEE SR, =
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am P EH DL AL, EH, B4, vy — VAR HIREZE. BIEROBEIEZ Ofth
CHEEALFEZBBENL X7,

BT kT (32 a2 —%EB)
T903-0213  PPRBURPEJRHT T 1 it BRERR A
E-mail: shiny@]Il.u-ryukyu.ac.jp
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Ho LEFCMRBRRABDO RIS Y IOHREALGN, X AT - U5 —] EEHT+—TF AL
2003 OFERDPIAEDZ T NE L=,

TO7 I L3 BAREBREOEFGHFEICHEED, ORI AL TLAF IV H—Y) JITHER],
HODOT—rUavyy, EMERERELEZDHDOT. BYPOFEY X -FT - U5 —F
FRE] EVoLBEREOBRZELDECE DD E L, T TEHOHATLELEETFEEC X -
FT O F—) EEDFENET— 2 ay TIBMLELE, BROBWERNWSED, Fik
A, FO (LAWA) BRERARBERLEZD, O TLALATEIA] 21 A—LTHARD
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AREOMTHS EH > TRIWRLED, TOEHZENDNSBEOZNEFLER BRI
FITHhZ2H>TED LT~ AT AU HABNBENDFHEIL, 2o THbENEEBTE
LT if;b\ HDHWIHSOED TIEIRBEIZH L TMH TERNWERWNERES, —AD
{5 &0V P k%f&{ﬂiﬂ‘(’éct@\ NEEZLGNDOEEBRIOTENZHDTLE,

BAEH. FIZEND > TORZENBANCHEN, E<IZE LN >ED EEDHE Lz, MHE
ANF—TaoRETHM, 2ENRERYZ-5/-28bH D, B L3IV LPETE
HRLREZEH TES74+—FLTLEZ. 1

BRI 18
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OB, ZORKZEHSZ@ERBETIAno7z, 22, FZIEEERNH - . 1Z<ITH
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HTW3IE<MN, Ao TnBIESFD0HDEH 7=,
BHETIIARRERIZTORMAENE Z 5 7=DI3,. TNNEZ S =MSIZIEFNE LN, &8
ZoleMb ZE, EIE TRSI1IFL) & TReNDIFL] (FEREEZHK. &0, %Eﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁa&%
BB, BREELMMIADBNDS) BWAML TLOADBERZOHDOTHSHEND, ZOHOBHD
5 NELS ) ZEHRBRTEZDIFT, - BEONIEHL TWDB,
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ETNLETFIC, ZOBEAEEZOERRITISNONAZNDDELES Tz, EDEMZ, 55
T, TOBDODANENEDS>TLES D,
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BlCHI-RRERZRDZDRELTNSDBIT, ST, E<INEFEBEEOREIZE
HNTWEDE, ZOOMEDE T, EHE/NEMIZE D, ——BRAIT/NE FT@&<®£%
A2 =Ty — (BEEEMOBR. Tlda<, HREADOHIZI> THARD A v — /éky
DMNDBIZLTEAD I ENHMOD, —BOXAFr—HAR) ©. 1 25—y hF.LDIRE
REEX ZFHCICEa2—52Kk (DMFE) ITHELENVNTND, - e ELTWSEA, EAIZ
BoHRSTHEEZTTVITLDIEINN,

EDETE. HOBFOEREMRALNDEDIES D,

5 T+ ERBIE IR OREICRVAATNEORE, FPT74 7> a>o0hzHohud,
EDBDESIM, THEH

TRV DES S h, EoTHED, BET-

IAF Y =TT 4 >0 (EWHE - Hikiw ERAOER, TIUTBR OB DH 72 IzwiH
) ITHEW, TIANERICARDD TR ERWZ DX, /NERT &Jfﬁééf)'Cfb»Si/uﬁ')'Cﬁ\B
T OEDANEOFTRIKHED Z ET). b\')?ibibi‘<bij<#%’j(%[‘%f E——HDIRIZS
FOHAX ——MZEBERL TW=0ME, BRPENDOE -7 FERLAITHZRTTH/ZEWR
HLNZN),

iF < A% ASLE-Japan,/ X% - BEIFRICASLAEZDIE. AN, MREZKRDOTE, X1 Fv—
FTAT4 > EH< B - EEOTO Ty a b EDOHRN, ANLEBDEBHLES
LT<NBEHFELTNDDE, B

BENESNHFKEER
—— BB HE B OHER - \H %@Fﬁﬁu@J

HHE 8.

ot [E I IHICE E N REEOBZRMD % ITEAMTH O, £E T 6 L0 RAMImAEKS
MERETIZEE 1 467, TLTE2E 1 fOoMEEEF-> TS, ZOLEROMEL. £iafkz
FMZH 1 AT Y — )V OFMEBNEHNCHA L T2/ \HENURO—MERICELEE ST,
HIEICHEATS HER] 22X TWE2Z EZ2HI5 AZDan,

T 4 1739 ), ANHARICBWTHKEED (FEPE —-OFIH] LLTRELUES. Kk 9
Eu%&@t%%%m%%mﬁﬂﬁ%tﬁ@u&m&%m\ﬁﬁﬁ*@ﬁ%ﬁ&@E%%ﬁbt
Y%&%%15¢K%%%%MH%£%®M% EEICHM L., TOES/\HGERR(1853-1928)
IWAFIL7Z THREDAHED TIE. BG 36 I 5@Wl@¥ﬁ”Af~%éﬁﬁémeéo
%%@%gmﬁ%&ﬁotﬂﬁ?:%amm%ﬁﬁ\%tE@EéEMLT%%43EKFﬁ%
1R AR E J%ié%bfmé

THSOXETIE. [HWEE/ DR CETIERHD. AP THEHEE] EWDF
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Fbhi, ANESREHOERL ., ELHVRARETSH I EE2GIHLTWS, THRRE B &L T,
KAFEOMRICHEMERT ZE2TEREL, TOLEDICHMEEZILALUGHAEINAZ [{R#ERE) 125
DTWBERFEIBRTNWS, M, HE, ARICET MR 3IRAon a0 —icbikE
TLH5HDOTHD, TNNLFEHCO SBHBYIIICZE AN TS HIFFEBICET 5, FBRO/\HE
BEDPMETEHLAEDZ < &2, KEMAOTFACFKERE. € LU TSSO SUEIH{RED
OIS TWEENS D, BAVWHEFEO—HEL THREZERL TWE2Z ENER 5,
Ikt = TH o 7=/ \HFKIL, H<IIHEAEOTIME L THEHTOMEREBEENH - /2
EWbnsd, \HAFRD HFHEE] DHAOHWEMCEBICZEZZIT TS EKET 5 &,
FHhEEHAROTIO0P AN, =) — - ZFAF¥—ICHHAETEHHDOTH D BIKEN,
BEIC R 202, —RICOEDESFEEICH YR LZ/\AHARXTH 7200 HZIZIILD
TEHRITREDRBNSEEL., BBEOERBEENSZRZHT, \HRIIEDZEXED—ERIZIEE
FUENIZERE SN TV S, LA HID S ARG TO/NHFECER 13000 £, A SR
NOCGEHERICREBEHOEENM I N TS, 5%, BR/ANHFRYEDR L CENEREINDS &,
AL E O THRMER) 2EZ8T5 ETHERLRFENNDICADIITEV IV, B

The Second Tamkang International Conference on Ecological Discourse IZZ& i1 L T

[TLEEY: T

FEDI12AL5HMS 6 HFE T, BIEBOHWIKKE T The Second Tamkang International Conference
on Ecological Discourse D\ S N/z. DI UIFHBHFEZZITTESML., @wmXERELTE/-,
LR, ZO¥FROMIEZ®RSE LIz,

PORKK AL RSEIAPEZE KL Z R FATEDO EIC#EDKFET, ERMRELS vy —F))
Tamkang Review ZFfTL TERL I ETHILNSHKFTH D, KET2HBICARDEERF2IE5
HICPETE TH o728, SARS OFE T 12 RIS N/DTH o7z, KB EPEFETEMN
ZbDZEEOELEEHTI 1 mMOMAMXDIHRNH 5720, Dz LIIPEFEZHME TE/an
DTHEBOHADRERIIDWVWTHRE TSI EICT S, b, HERKRFIIRBEBTREELEYN, T0
WS DOMNT 6 BIZRITES NS Tamkang Review [Z#E I N5 EHWTWS, MIEOEEBRET. 22
TIREE., Y1 M., TLTEARDEETICONWTHNSIZE EDT- 0, ZFMlT Tamkang Review
ZRTWEETNEEWTH 5,

LLF. REREEY A MIVEFIET S,

H R

“Paradise/Pair 0’ Dice: Contemporary -Characteristics, Counterindications, and the
Contingencies of Environmental Justice in Real and Virtual Terrains for Tomorrow’s College
Students” Patrick D. Murphy (University of Central Florida)

MARE
Ursula K. Heise (Columbia University), “Place, Risk and the configuration of the Global
in Ecological Discourse”; Refus Cook, ‘“Memory, Repetition, and Aura: The Ecological Ethos
in Joy Kogawa’s Obasan”; Paul Cilliers (University of Stellenbosch), “The Boundaries of
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Complex System and Their Models”; Dong—ho Choi (Chungnam National University), “Life beyond
Nature: Ecological Poetry in Korea”; Katsunori Yamazato (University of the Ryukyus),
“Establishing a Sense of Place: A Comparative Study of Two Ecopoets, Miyazawa Kenji and
Gary Snyder”; Susana Vittandini Andrés amd Estela B Sacristan, “Environmental Justice: The
Argentine Case”: Robyn Eckersley (University of Melbourne), “Ecocentric Discourses:
Problems and Future Prospects for Nature Advocacy”; Patrick D. Murphy (University of Central
Florida), “The Non-alibi of Programatic Utopianism and Wild Variability; or Optimistic
Variations on a Science Fiction Theme”; Joni Adamson (University of Arizona, South),
“American Studies, Ecocriticism, and the Influence of Place-based Activism in
Literature—and—-Environmental Studies”; Rosaleen Love (Monash University), “The Twonsville
Declariton: Global Warming, Coral Bleaching, and Ecological Discourse; Liana Christensen
(Australian writer), “Nature Writers Need Big Ears”.

il 2 DFFEZEL T HM|MIEIT/R 0D, HiFEEEZ SO T, 2K & L T environmental justice

KT HB0LAES . TOMRIIDNWTOHBLZERDHD, THTIZALET VT4 T4 X
LDEFRZERS D T HFEEFEVEEmDEIRITIE - 72,

SEDFEIE, WILRFZET TR, BBDOEZDOKRFNOREE. ZNENH >z, AIBIC
BT HERERNE, REBH, BREFAOBELOESED EHAKMNEL 53, ASLE-Taiwan DF¥IL
IZDOWTH 2, BADHEFELE Tz, IEWFPBRICERIL I NSO TIRZWhEEbN S,

= [aunm | <

HHE— 7 AV AXZORNDFEDEE——RENS/ARETI IXNVT7EE. 2004

T AUATIE 19 R ORECEETINSBELE TE S DERNFEL D < DYREE FEMHEREL T
W3, TREBETFEDRIEDIILBREBERBZMEL TRKADOHMBITE SR ZNT, HS5DA
A—TVEHLTHON] EOMRITE DAL, 7 AU N IRECFE E /NG ZPOITBRES 1 F U AEFK
V=2, BROY 7 I )VOEGHFZOETOLR/mERTH D, 20 HHEFOEEAOMFLEEZHE
ADDT I TIPr—, bz, T+—0F— R—LFIMERZEZDL. H—V 2D [k
A FT 02— CERLTHEHL S, Z<OmEBRIBHRCFELOERNSOEINEESE
B LTSN TEEYGRE] RICAD LD BREBDH D5 AABOLE D, [HOKS] EWIHHAZE
SR Z 75 S ORI ERRNE L 6N 5, MiCEERBEEEZX DT 2R EZIET, EEL
DY INEBATYEEZERLELD ETHLET. WHERTORDH L WA ZEA THKEN, G
AEET)

Yosiko Kayano. Peter Taylor’s South: Crossing Boundaries in a “Tennessee Caravan.” 0D UEHE. 2004.
TAYHDOEBERE—FY— - 71 7 —ICHETHHEET, FEEREELATIEILEAZMENTHE N
TO—h)V) BERICHATREEZSH T, ERZ—D—DTEIIHILENS, EEOT R —IMNEWN
IPWVHRATES TALEDORABZVWERIIOVWTHT 5, EFEEAFRRA T, AFTEEE (LR
BhpR) Z2ZEL TWwb, (EMmEC)
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Daniel J. Philippon. Conserving Words: How American Nature Writers Shaped the Environmental Movement.
Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2004.

FAF v =I5 —EWS NG L BB RERK S OBEZIRD LT 7291E, BARRIZIE, Theodore
Roosevelt & Boone and Crocket Club, Mabel Osgood Wright & National Audubon Society. John Muir & Sierra
Club. Aldo Leopold & Wilderness Society, Edward Abbey & Earth First! E 2% U 51 TW5, (L)

Terre Satterfield and Scott Slovic, eds. What’s Nature Worth?: Narrative Expressions of Environmental Values.
Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2004.

RIBEE DY TEAIZH U 6N TS EEM{E (environmental values)Z 0 <5 EZ, XFHL MY v
JOBAMNERH L DD, REBUE EREECFOMEZAHL THI S LW IidA, RSN TS 10
#% DS (W. Kittridge, S. Ortiz, T. T. Williams, G. McNamee, A. H. Deming 72 &) ~D- >4 E 2 —TIZ.
Wik /o740 IREMEEESEDLIONEVNSHENHLCSND, T U T4 P ALDEH
DOEDTHD 55747 - ANT—2 v T 2EZZDDOE FBNROEDHDESE,
%)

AR TEARRMB——2A)ORITI L EF ML, 2003.

B 29 4F 9 AL MURAt#E 2R L7z, RIZ TZEHIORLTY IHET D ZOR T, MA&RTHL WA
REDHRWERRT 5, FFIL TREE) Z2ZEAHLZRBEZ ZOKRICEB L TWS, JLiEEo K
L BNETFLOBERZERIT, WM HOBTREOS EHr /W, FHEIAE22EH, (L)

10 FERSZERED IRA

FHUEA EHEE (KREFEFTER)

T TICZTENDEPSB D, ASLE-Japan
S RS 10 RS2
KEM9H4H (1) ~6H (A).
BIRMTTCTRESNE T, AKETIE
R, FRERE. ORI L DM,
ZEO EEETRICK 2 b B
SNTVET, B-< D EHEICEE
ao2%&Ey b=z, KM HIE
BREVWKHZIFTELZETL
XD, £72. 6 HIZIZAWETO L
JAN—arbEtmpTcd, Jo
ToLTT7T A FICHBED LETN,
SEBOEIFOIBIME CthhEK
ODTHBENNWEZLET,
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@ SN B EHBOBHSE @

Ta7YF 4 P XLHERICHE, ASLE-JIZ2DOHORaNEEFNE L,
4R D META 3 —/%7)L (Multitudinous Ecocritical Theory and Approach study circle)
S  XFEHHEREL TOTarZ )T 4 D ALDRFECERIIDW TikEm 3 Do,
BEICHEERI DA ENEFTD, A=Y T A M ETERLHCHEGZIICD TNET,
BLDH D HITEORREZEE T —H<ZE W

(Tel: 076-264-5819 / 0761-92-3217, E-mail: yuki@ge. kanazawa—u. ac. jp)
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