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A highlight of the 25th annual ASLE-Japan
conference was the poetry reading and talk given by
the Canadian poet Clea Roberts. In her talk, Clea wove
together her thoughts on the connections between the
act of writing poetry and her experiences of living in
close contact with a wilderness environment.

Originally raised in an urban environment
in Vancouver, Canada, Clea moved to Whitehorse,
a village surrounded by the Yukon wilderness,
where she has now lived for nearly twenty years.
In the Yukon, she was challenged, and gradually
learned to reorient her life to the beings, rhythms,
times, geographies, demands, and beauties of the
wilderness environment, while at the same time she
raised a family and developed her work as a poet.

Three central questions that integrated her talk
and poetry were: 1) How does wilderness impact our
sense of self and our perception, and by extension,
our approach to poetry? 2) How can poetry help
us to navigate a new physical landscape, while
simultaneously allowing us to articulate previously
ineffable emotional landscapes? and 3) How does
wilderness enable truth-telling and authenticity.

Canada’s Yukon region, she explained, is
somewhat larger than the entire land area of Japan.
Whitehorse, the Yukon’s capital and the place
where she lives, is more like a village than a city. To
mention a reality that is perhaps difficult for most
of us who live in large urban areas to imagine, the
entire Yukon has only 0.07 people per square kilometer.
How did her move to such a location surrounded by
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wilderness influence her life and poetry? At first,
she explained, it brought to her a profound sense of
solitude. This sense of solitude eventually enabled her
to change her view of the world from an ego-centric
one to a more eco-centric one. She was continually
pressed to confront the question of the degree of her
integration with nature and the question, Am I a part
of nature—or am I apart from nature?

Initially, she experienced a deep sense of
dislocation and unfamiliarity with her new surroundings.
She mentioned, as an example of this sense, how in her
early days in the Yukon she first looked up at the night
sky and saw what looked like a glow from distant city
lights—a reminder of the polluted skies of the cities and
towns she had known. Only as the light grew stronger,
more colorful, and more shimmering did she realize
that what she was seeing was the aurora borealis of
the northern wilderness, shining over her. The new
geography brought her a new sense of belonging and a
new imagination.

As a newcomer, the wilderness challenged her
to reorient herself, both in terms of geography and
time. It brought a radical expansion—as well as a
contraction—of her sense of time; a sense that was
deeply connected to the widely changing lengths
of days and nights throughout the seasons in the
arctic. As she lived in and became an inhabitant of
this new environment, she found that “wilderness
demands poetry.” In part, this change came from the
way that wilderness encouraged and allowed her to
“experience my own insignificance.”

Later experiences, including those of childbirth
and losing loved parents, helped her to develop the
dimensions of her poetic world, extending them from
explorations of external landscapes—the focus of her
first collection of poetry, Here Is Where We Disembark
(Freehand, 2010)—to the explorations of more
internal landscapes, in her second collection, Auguries
(Brick Books 2017).

Speaking of the poet's mission, Clea suggested
that it is “to be present in the small moments—
moments that turn out to be far more important than
we had ever imagined.” Truth-telling and authenticity,
she said, are the essential work of the poet. In this
work, the sense of awe provides the “directional tool,”
the compass that leads us to truth and authenticity.

Clea read a number of poems from both of
the above collections, showing the rich poetic
imagination that has sprung from her experiences
in the Yukon wilderness. Her collection Here Is Where
We Disembark has been translated into Japanese
by Professor Toshi Takagishi and published by
Shichosha Ltd., making her poetry available to a
wider Japanese reading audience.

To mention a personal reaction to Clea’s talk and
poetry reading, I was impressed, and pleased, to see
how her poetry—that of a writer whose experiences
are so rooted in wilderness experiences that are
seemingly quite different from those of most of us

living in modern urban environments—is so able
to embrace the universal concerns, passions, fears,
dreams, and possibilities faced by all people, whether
we live in urban, rural, or wilderness environments.
Her poetry and talk suggested new possibilities for
bridging gaps—both real and imagined—among
those of us living in a wide variety of contemporary
environments, and for working together toward
common goals.
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( k&S (2019F38~2019%1083) )

[2019% 3 A]

- Adeline Johns-Putra, Climate Change and the Contemporary
Novel (Cambridge UP)

- Hande Gurses, Irmak Ertuna Howison (Eds.), Animals,
Plants and Landscapes: Perspectives on the Non-Human in
Literature and Culture (Routledge)

- Sabine Wilke, Imke Meyer, Japhet Johnstone,
Readings in the Anthropocene (Bloomsbury)

- TR [BROCEE [BEOE] 2EEs0—3 -
HNOfREREXT > a) —] (IAVT 7 EHE)

(201954 A]

- Louise Squire, The Environmental Crisis Novel (Routledge)

- Margarita Estévez-Saa, Maria Jests Lorenzo-Modia,
The Ethics and Aesthetics of Eco-caring (Routledge)

- HAREA, fRARER [RROBREMGEY] $hHEEE)

CTIGAT Y Ny A — (), BB, TN, R
AT, AARMTE) oy Xa— T 0Bk
TFEAM] (I AT 7 #HBE)

[2019%F 5 A]

- John Claborn, Civil Rights and the Environment in African-
American Literature, 1895-1941 (Bloomsbury)

- Rachel Dinitto, Fukushima Fiction: The Literary Landscape
of Japan's Triple Disaster (U of Hawaii P)

- Rod Giblett, Environmental Humanities and the Uncanny
(Routledge)

- Timothy Clark, The Value of Ecocriticism (Cambridge UP)

BRI TR RER L <BFE>—T KA ) 7
ADSFINA N AN] (FFEF)

[2019%F 6 A ]

- Elizabeth M. Deloughrey, Allegories of the Anthropocene
(Duke UP)

- Gabriel R. Ricci, Natural Communions (Routledge)

[2019% 7 B]

- Laurence W. Mazzeno, Ronald D. Morrison (Eds.),
Victorian Writers and the Environment: Ecocritical Perspectives
(Routledge)

(2019 8 A]

+ Julia Daniel, Margaret Elizabeth Konkol, Modernism in
the Green (Routledge)

- Scott Romine, Zackay Vernon (Eds), Ecocriticism and the
Future of Southern Studies (Louisiana State UP)

[2019% 9 A]

- Maura Coughlin, Emily Gephart (Eds.), Ecocriticism and
the Anthropocene in Nineteenth Century Art and Visual Culture
(Routledge)

- GHIREH, AR, ORI ) [T v A%y
T4y A7) T4 AL (Bt

[2019%10A]

+ Gregers Andersen, Climate Fiction and Cultural Analysis
(Routledge)
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